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Timothy


Timothy’s hometown was Lystra, a city in Lycaonia, and was one of the cities that Paul evangelized on his first missionary journey (Acts 14:6).  As was the case in many of the cities that Paul visited, men who opposed him followed him into Lystra and stirred up the people against Paul, and as a result they stoned him, leaving a lifeless body outside the gates of the city surrounded by disciples. Timothy was just a child when Paul visited Lystra on this first mission and was probably somewhere around ten to twelve years old  (POSB, Preachers Outline and Sermon Bible, Vol 3, 113).  It appears that Timothy may had been an eyewitness of Paul’s persecution in Lystra, for Paul reminds him of that day in his second epistle to Timothy, “But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me (2 Tim. 3:10-11).”   


Timothy was approximately eighteen years old when Paul met him on his second mission to Lystra and the year was near 51 or 52 A.D.(POSB Vol. 2, 240). Timothy provided a wonderful surprise, an exciting discovery for Paul. The word “behold” (Gk, idou, Acts 16:1) has the idea of looking and gazing at a wonderful discovery, at an unexpected surprise. Timothy’s love and maturity in the Lord struck Paul (POSB Vol. 2, 239).  Under Jewish law at least as early as the second century, a person was presumed Jewish if his or her mother were Jewish; but even if that ruling was in effect in Paul’s day, Timothy would not have been accepted as fully Jewish, because he had not been circumcised. Wives were expected to submit to their husband’s religion, and Timothy’s father had probably refused to let him be circumcised (Keener 366), even though many believe that his father was not alive at this time (POSB Vol. 2, 239). 


It is ironic that the primary purpose of this second missionary journey was to deliver the message of the Jerusalem Council that circumcision was not a prerequisite for salvation. It was under this scenario that Paul and Timothy connected.   But, before leaving with Timothy to continue his travels, Paul, did not have Timothy circumcised, but he did it himself.  This appears to contradict Paul’s thinking in Galatians 2:3-5 where he refused to let Titus be circumcised. The situations, however, were different for in Galatians 2 the issue was the method of justification; here it was a question of not giving offense to the Jews to whom they would minister (Bible Knowledge Commentary Acts 16:1-3). The motive was not that this would be a means to salvation but Paul was tearing down a barrier and a stumbling block that could hinder the Gospel from going forth because the Jews would not respect or receive Timothy without the rite of circumcision. Timothy would begin traveling with Paul as Acts 16:4 includes Timothy as part of the “they” that continued the missionary journey.  


For Timothy to submit to circumcision shows us that Timothy is willing to do whatever it takes to share the Gospel and that he submits to the authority of Paul, his new mentor.


According to Acts 17 and 18, Paul, Timothy and Silas continue the journey and there is trouble in Thessalonica, it appears that Timothy is left there as Paul leaves the city to go to Berea, then Timothy and Silas are with him in Berea and are left there as Paul travels to Athens.  Paul is alone in Athens and sends for his two co-laborers who then meet him in Corinth, the next city after Athens to which Paul traveled .  This occurs in approximately 51 A.D.   Paul left Timothy in Thessalonica and later in Berea for the purpose of establishing the new believers in the faith and to be a source of comfort and encouragement during these times of persecution that were no doubt inherited from the ministry of Paul and from there new found faith.

When Timothy returned from Thessalonica and gave his report of their condition to Paul we learn a lot about Timothy.  We see that Paul puts a great deal of trust and confidence in Timothy as his personal representative.   Timothy had the ability to inspire and encourage as that was his mission in Thessalonica.  He also had the ability to read the situation of the church and to be able to give a clear and concise assessment of the church’s condition. Timothy also appears to be an effective communicator as he becomes Paul’s voice in his absence and conveys the heart and attitude of the church to Paul with sincerity and honesty.

As Paul writes the two epistles to the church at Thessalonica, Timothy’s name is mentioned in the greeting.  Scholars differ as to who much involvement there was in the comprising of the letter from Paul’s associates who are often mentioned in the greeting. It could vary from simply his presence with Paul at the writing, or that he could be the amanuensis, to the other end of the spectrum that he was a contributor to the writing, if not directly, indirectly, as Paul no doubt discussed the letters thoroughly with his associates before the pen is put to the parchment. 

 
Acts 19:21-22—if you look back to Acts 18 you will see that Paul stayed in Corinth about two years and then returned to Syrian Antioch (18:22), his home base. Then after a while there he left on what we call the “3rd Journey” in about the year 54 AD (Acts 18:23). Presumably, Timothy went back there with him and worked in that church some, although he may have gone back to his home region for a while. During this 3rd journey Paul went to Ephesus, where he stayed 2.5/3 years (19:10), evangelizing the whole province of Asia (Course Packet).



It was Paul’s intention to go to Jerusalem and from there to Rome.  Timothy is described as one who “ministered” to Paul.  Timothy was an attendant or one who served Paul as they traveled.  Timothy was willing to do whatever Paul requested, whether it had to do with the secular, physically chores of everyday life or if he was needed to represent Paul when he was unable to travel to a church. 

The first letter to the Corinthians was written from Ephesus in the summer of 56 AD. Timothy is coming to Achaia to prepare things for Paul’s visit, and in the letter Paul tells them who Timothy is and how they should treat him. In 1 Corinthians, Chapter 4, Timothy is referred to as Paul’s “beloved son.” The relationship Paul and Timothy was that of a father and his spiritual son.  Scholars speculate as to Timothy’s personal conversion experience because the Scriptures do not give us a clear cut picture. Paul refers to Timothy as his “son” four times in his two epistles to Timothy.  Paul calls Timothy his “son in the faith(1 Tim. 1:2)” and “my beloved son (1 Cor. 4:17),” therefore many believe that Paul personally led Timothy to a saving knowledge of Christ while he was in the city on this first missionary journey. Timothy is not the only person that Paul referred to as a son, for he gives this privileged position to Titus and Onesimus also.  The other line of thought is that his mother and grandmother, whom Paul commends in his second epistle to Timothy (1:5) were the ones who taught Timothy the Scriptures and of Jesus being the Christ.  (Bible Knowledge Commentary, Acts 16:1-3). His family must have had great spiritual aspirations for him because his name comes from two Greek words, time which means honor and theos which is the word for God, and together it means “one who honors God (Strong’s Concordance).” Timothy is the first second-generation Christian mentioned in the New Testament.  As a spiritual son to Paul, he begins his journey under the tutelage of what will become the greatest influence in his life, replacing a failed John Mark who had earlier abandoned Paul and Barnabus.  


Paul has been an eyewitness to Timothy’s spiritual growth and has seen the depth of his commitment to the Lord and ministry.  As a result of this Paul makes reference to Timothy’s faithfulness to the Lord.  Again Paul has sent Timothy as his mouth piece to the church at Corinth.  Since the majority of this letter is correction and instruction to a church that is troubled, Timothy would no doubt monitor the response to the letter and be Paul’s representative as he knows the heart of Paul concerning the issues that have been written about.  

In 1 Corinthians, which was written in 56 A.D., Chapter 16, Paul’s concern was for the welfare of Timothy. It was Paul’s plan for Timothy to visit Corinth (1 Cor. 4:17), and the Book of Acts tells us that he indeed did visit Corinth right after this. That Timothy might have cause to fear while ministering in Corinth confirms, as this letter indicates, that working with the Corinthian church was no picnic. However, it probably says more about the character of Timothy, a man devoted to Christ but lacking boldness. Later in Paul’s last letter he speaks about the “spirit of fear” (a nervous timidity in Timothy's character) that Timothy seems to be battling.  Paul also told Timothy, “Let no man despise thy youth,” which similar language used in this 16th chapter, therefore, Paul seems to imply that Timothy would not be respected because of his young age. Paul reminds the church that he will be seeing Timothy shortly, which means that they will be accountable for how they treated him.  Timothy will also take care of the offering that will be received for the Jerusalem church.

Timothy is in Achaia when Paul wrote 2 Corinthians in the winter of 56 A.D.  Paul was troubled about the response to the letter and of the church’s view of him but according to 1 Cor. 2 and 1 Cor. 7 Paul received a great deal of comfort from seeing Titus and hearing their report. Timothy and Titus were Paul’s “troubleshooters’ as they would go into difficult situations and represent Paul and be his eyes and ears.  They were deeply trusted by Paul and he gave them a great deal of responsibility.  Paul sent Titus because he was older and he was also a Gentile.  In Romans 16:21 Paul refers to Timothy as a “fellow worker,” 

Timothy next shows up with Paul in Rome during Paul’s imprisonment,

sometime between 60-62 AD.  The passage of Scripture that gives us the greatest detail and information about Paul’s assessment of Timothy’s character and heart is found in Paul’s most personal letter, the letter to the Philippians.  In the second chapter of Philippians, Paul gives three examples of humility, obedience and sacrifice.  He begins with the obvious, sharing with us the hymn of the early church concerning Christ’s humiliation and exaltation, and he ends with the servant-hearted Epaphroditus. Sandwiched between these is Paul’s commendation of Timothy, “But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state. For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.  For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's. But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel (Philip. 2:19-22, KJV).” 


Because Paul, who is under house arrest, is unsure of what the future holds concerning the final decision about the charges against him, he plans to send Timothy to visit the Philippians in his stead hoping to avert the disappointment of not appearing personally.  Paul offers many “letters (or passages) of recommendation,” a common ancient form of writing (see  Romans 16:1-2), but he places Timothy, his special emissary, in a category by himself, offering the highest commendation.  Messengers were often sent as personal representatives, to be received with the same honor accorded the sender and there is no doubt that Paul wanted Timothy to have the same reception that he would have received.  Another lesson to be learned from Paul’s sending Timothy is the need for selflessness. Timothy was close to Paul and dear to his heart. If Paul ever needed Timothy, it was while he was there in Rome under house arrest. Yet he was willing to sacrifice Timothy’s companionship so that others could be helped.

Timothy’s qualities were unexcelled as Paul extols his virtues. The word “likeminded” is literally “no one of equal soul” or “same souled” which is the Greek word, isopsuchos which comes from the same root  “one accord,” sumpsuchos,  which is found in Phil. 2:2 and has the synonymous meaning, co-spirited. Paul is trying to relate to the Philippian church that Timothy’s spirit and soul is a reflection of his own. Paul recognizes that Timothy will “naturally” or "genuinely" care for them.  Another way to describe his care for them is "with sincere solicitude." A case wherein the Spirit of God so changed man's nature, that to be natural was with him to be spiritual: the great point to be aimed at. Timothy is more than just a messenger who will relate the state of the church to Paul, for his mission is not only to get information but to give inspiration.  Timothy will not only be expressing Paul’s heart of care to them, but they will see that Timothy will give them the same pastoral care that Paul would give if he was there.  This commendation not only tells us of Timothy’s recommendation, but Paul’s full confidence in his young associate, for every action, word and attitude of Timothy would be a direct reflection on Paul. Up to this point they have been traveling together for ten years, and Paul and Timothy’s relationship is taking on the character of the relationship of Jonathon and David, that is described as, “the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul (1 Samuel 18:1 KJV) .”   Evidence of this close relationship is seen not only in the two epistles that Paul wrote to Timothy, but he mentions him by name approximately twenty-four times in his epistles.


In Colossians Paul refers to his numerous co workers in the Gospel, and he compliments each one greatly.  Although he speaks highly of them, in this passage he does not refer to any as a spiritual son, and it appears that none receive the praise as Timothy did, they were all greatly appreciated.  

In 1 Timothy 1:3 which is no earlier than 62 AD, and after Paul’s first imprisonment, Timothy is in Ephesus.  Timothy’s duties while in Ephesus were to combat false teaching that was trying to infiltrate into the church. 


In the passage found in  Hebrews 13:22-24, the writer of Hebrews appears to be imprisoned and Timothy has been released from prison himself.  The Jewish Christians are suffering greatly from persecution.  
Titus


In Acts 15, the Jerusalem Council (51 AD.) gathered to discuss the issue circumcision and how it relates to salvation.  The major players were Paul, Barnabus, Peter and James.  Titus was a Greek and was not forced to be circumcised, and Paul had such confidence in him that he took him to the Council as a picture of a model Christian who had not followed the bondage of the Law.  

In 2 Cor. 2:12-13, Paul refers to Titus as a “brother.”   In 7:13-16 Titus is pleasantly surprised because no doubt he has heard had the numerous problems that the church has experienced.  Where Timothy feared there reaction, when Titus arrived they feared and obeyed Titus, quite a different response than what was expected.  In :14 Paul refers to his boasting of the church to Titus, which again seems unusual because this was Paul’s most problematic church.  

2 Cor. 8:1-8 makes reference to the offering form Jerusalem and it tells us the Titus was the key person who encouraged the church in Corinth to give and that he intends to have Titus return to “finish the job” of receiving the offering and to teach about the ministry of giving.  


In the “recommendation” in 2 Corinthians 8:16-24 Paul describes Titus as having an enthusiastic passion for the church at Corinth, and he calls Titus a partner and fellow-worker concerning the Corinthians but he refers to the other two traveling partners as messengers of the churches.

Titus is described as being honest and not one that is greedy or that would deceive someone for personal financial gain in 2 Cor. 12:14-18.  Titus followed Paul’s example showed the church that they were of the same spirit.  


In the epistle to Titus from Paul (written between 62-68 AD.)we see Titus as a leader in the church who has been giving the duty of ordaining elders in the various cities on the island of Crete.  The final reference to Timothy is in 2 Tim. as Paul’s death is nearing.  He states the Titus is in Dalmatia, which was near Nicopolis, where he had met or tried to meet Paul earlier (Titus 3:12).  Paul  ay have written Titus from there and Titus may be going there so that he could check on the churches that are there.
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